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Local people indigenous knowledge in utilizing rainwater

Abstract

Recording local knowledge of rainwater harvesting not only worth culturally, but also
facilitate the administration of promotional programs in extending the use of rainwater.
Green technologies that have expanded during several generations among the people of
Golestan Province, could be regarded as a standard to promote rainwater harvesting all over
the country. This study set out to record local knowledge on this context in 29 villages of
Golestan province. These villages were searched for the users of such systems. The users
were interviewed to reflect the accumulated knowledge of using these systems during the
years. The responses are provided in the present paper. It is clearly evident that the
introduction of main water distribution networks and the lack of attention to these systems
have led to obliteration of these techniques among the local people of Golestan Province.
Given high efficiency of such systems in providing potable water, especial attention must
be paid to promote their application among the people.

Keywords: domestic rainwater harvesting, Golestan, indigenous knowledge, extension



