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Supply, Maintenance and Use of Rainwater on Site Using
Traditional Water Reservoir Structures
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Abstract

Iran has arid and semiarid climate and characteristics of this kind of weather have caused a decrease in annual
rainfall and change of weather during the year. Rain water storage in rain seasons and using that storage during
the year through small traditional reservoirs named cistern has been customary and common in different kinds of
weather in Iran for many years. This structure has got forgotten gradually due to development of mankind
knowledge in making and establishing complex structures and huge reservoirs but maybe we should return to
small structures and revise and reconsider them due to environmental impacts made when implementing grand
projects to store and transfer water. The present research has introduced cistern as one kind of traditional pond or
catchment surfaces systems. Cisterns are valuable monuments left from traditional knowledge of water and they
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can be used in drought and disaster time such as flood and earthquake. The present research has investigated this
subject through library studies method.

Key words: Drinking water, climate, collecting and storing rainfall water, drought, traditional knowledge, water
resources.
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