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Nezoo Wells, Traditional Systems for Charging

Underground Waters in Hormozgan Province.

S. Chopani*, A. Hoseinpour?
1- Faculty member of Agriculture and Natural Resources Research Center of Hormozgan
2- MSc, Watershed management, Department of Natural Resources and Watershed of
Hormozgan province

Abstract

Nowadays, paying attention to the native knowledge about soil and water is of high importance due to
its suitable function, its increased potential for adaptation and maintaining the ecology balance and
people’s participation. The need for accessing a suitable knowledge and technology calls for the
collecting and editing the native knowledge that not only supplies the necessities of the society, but
also explores the limited natural resources acceptably. In order to achieve this goal, scientific and
native knowledge should be combined. Therefore, every action is paramount in collecting the native
knowledge about watersheds and using this ancient philosophy and combining it with modern
knowledge. Due to the climate limitations and drought in this region, people of the Hormozgan
province have used different methods for soil and water exploration and rainfall extraction. People
themselves have obtained these methods empirically and traditionally. Nezoo wells are clear examples
that are actually parts of flood management systems. These systems are a collection of dykes, bar
dykes, erosion-controlling structures, and nutrition wells located in the Goriz village, Bandarelenge
city. Antiquity of this system is unknown but remnants still exist in vast region of the plains indicating
the knowledge and techniques of the ancestors regarding watershed and extraction of rainfall. In fact,
this collection is a unique one in Hormozgan and in Iran. According to the rural people, these systems
were active until 50 years ago but nowadays, only some sections remain active. From thousands of
years ago, when people settled in these plains, due to drought and the type of geological formation,
which is another factor for decreasing the water quality in this region, they innovated a method, which
led the surface water to the groundwater automatically. Nowadays, they execute the charging of the
groundwater by using the same native knowledge and combining it with the modern knowledge. The
results of this combination was an improvement in the quality and quantity of groundwater so that
electric conductivity (EC) of water decreased significantly during 2 months in a way that the initial and
final amount of EC of water were 7000 and 2000 micromehs, respectively and the water of downstream
wells improved and the level of water stability increased.

Key words: Groundwater charging, Hormozgan province, charging wells, Nezoo wells.
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